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Psalm 119:145-176

145 With my whole heart | cry; answer me, O
Lord. | will keep your statutes.

146 | cry to you; save me, that | may observe
your decrees.

147 | rise before dawn and cry for help; | put my
hope in your words.

148 My eyes are awake before each watch of
the night, that | may meditate on your promise.
149 In your steadfast love hear my voice; O Lord,
in your justice preserve my life.

150 Those who persecute me with evil purpose
draw near; they are far from your law.

151 Yet you are near, O Lord, and all your com-
mandments are true.

152 Long ago I learned from your decrees that
you have established them forever.

153 Look on my misery and rescue me, for | do
not forget your law.

154 Plead my cause and redeem me; give me
life according to your promise.

155 Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do
not seek your statutes.

156 Great is your mercy, O Lord; be gracious to
me according to your justice.

157 Many are my persecutors and my adver-
saries, yet | do not swerve from your decrees.
158 1 look at the faithless with disgust because
they do not keep your commands.

159 Consider how | love your precepts; be gra-
cious to me according to your steadfast love.
160 The sum of your word is truth, and every
one of your righteous ordinances endures forev-
er.

161 Princes persecute me without cause, but my
heart stands in awe of your words.

162 I rejoice at your word like one who finds
great spoil.

163 | hate and abhor falsehood, but | love your
law.

164 Seven times a day | praise you for your
righteous ordinances.

165 Great peace have those who love your law;
nothing can make them stumble.

166 | hope for your salvation, O Lord, and I ful-
fill your commandments.

167 My soul keeps your decrees; | love them ex-
ceedingly.

168 | keep your precepts and decrees, for all my
ways are before you.

169 Let my cry come before you, O Lord; give
me understanding according to your word.

170 Let my supplication come before you; deliv-
er me according to your promise.

171 My lips will pour forth praise, because you
teach me your statutes.

172 My tongue will sing of your promise, for all
your commandments are right.

173 Let your hand be ready to help me, for |
have chosen your precepts.

174 1 long for your salvation, O Lord, and your
law is my delight.

175 Let me live that | may praise you, and let
your ordinances help me.

176 1 have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek
out your servant, for | do not forget your com-
mandments.



A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ro-
mans (Romans 7:13-25)

Did what is good, then, bring death to me? By no
means! It was sin that was working death in me
through what is good, in order that it might be
shown to be sin, so that through the command-
ment sin might become sinful beyond measure.

For we know that the law is spiritual, but | am of
the flesh, sold into slavery under sin. | do not un-
derstand my own actions. For | do not do what |
want, but | do the very thing | hate. Now if | do
what | do not want, | agree that the law is good.
But in fact it is no longer | who do it but sin that
dwells within me. For | know that the good does
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the
desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not
the ability. For | do not do the good | want, but
the evil | do not want is what | do. Now if | do
what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but
sin that dwells within me.

So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do
what is good, evil lies close at hand. For | delight
in the law of God in my inmost self, but | see in
my members another law at war with the law of
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. Wretched person that |
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

So then, with my mind | am enslaved to the law
of God, but with my flesh | am enslaved to the
law of sin.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader:
People:

A reading from the Gospel according to
Matthew (21:33-46)

“Listen to another parable. There was a landown-
er who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it,
dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower.

Then he leased it to tenants and went away.
When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. Again he
sent other slaves, more than the first, and they
treated them in the same way. Then he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill
him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable
death and lease the vineyard to other tenants
who will give him the produce at the harvest
time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people that
produces its fruits. The one who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard
his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader:
People:



