
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church: Mass for Proper 27 / November 12th, 2023 

Prelude: Wayne Seppala 

Processional Hymn: (The people stand) #68 (1-3), “Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers” 

 

Opening Salutation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect For Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Praise Song: “As We Gather”/ “He Has Made Me Glad” 

 

Children’s Sermon (The people may be seated) 

All children and parents are invited to come forward during the praise song for a short children’s sermon 

followed by Godly Play in the Parish Hall. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 

children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is 

pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 

glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lessons (The people may be seated) 

The First Reading: Malachi 3:6-12 

For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not perished. Ever since the days 

of your ancestors you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will 

return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, “How shall we return?” Will anyone rob God? Yet you 

are robbing me! But you say, “How are we robbing you?” In your tithes and offerings! You are cursed 

with a curse, for you are robbing me—the whole nation of you! Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so 

that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not 

open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing. I will rebuke the 

locust for you, so that it will not destroy the produce of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not be 

barren, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will count you happy, for you will be a land of delight, 

says the Lord of hosts.  

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 70 

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. O Lord, make haste to help me! 

2 Let those be put to shame and confusion who seek my life. Let those be turned back and brought to 

dishonor who desire to hurt me. 
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3 Let those who say, “Aha, Aha!” turn back because of their shame. 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you. Let those who love your salvation say evermore, 

“God is great!” 

5 But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not 

delay! 

 

The Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 

may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 

so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word 

of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede 

those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 

sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 

alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so 

we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn: (The people stand) #620 (1-2), “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 18:23-35 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that 

slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 

But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow 

slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 

that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 

mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 

So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.” 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:   Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

Celtic Alleluia (sung) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Now He is living, the Christ, out of the tomb He is risen; He has 

conquered death – opened heaven to all believers. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Testimonial (The people may be seated) Gen & Jerry Clapp 

Sermon  Fr. Bob 
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Litany for Veterans 

On this day, we remember those who have served in our armed forces. 

(Pause for silent reflection) 

Prince of Peace, even as we pray for an end to war, 

We give thanks for our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Guardians. For their courage, for their 

love of country, and for their work to bring peace to our world. 

Healer of all, bind up the wounds of all who have served, 

Show us how to comfort those who are hurting. 

Merciful God. all suffer the cost of war. 

We remember widows and widowers, orphans, and all those separated from those they love. 

We pray, Gracious God, that swords will be turned into plowshares and that peace will reign. 

We give thanks for all who have served. Shield from danger those who bravely protect us. With them, 

may we glory not in war, but in your love and righteousness. Strengthen us to be your peacemakers in 

the world. Amen. 

 

The Prayers Of The People (Form III, the people stand) 

[Opens with prayer for St. Andrew’s] 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Silence) 

(The People may add their own petitions) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:" 

Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, 

where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin and Absolution (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
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have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace (The people stand) 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

 

Announcements (The people may be seated) 

 

Offertory (The people may be seated) 

“Here I Am, Lord / The Servant Song” – The St. Andrew’s Choir 

 

Doxology (The people stand and sing) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below. Praise Him above, you 

heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A, remain standing) 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. [Proper Preface] 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (S125: Sung) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 

the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

(The people kneel) Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: (sung) 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. (sung) Amen, Amen, Amen, 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to (say/sing): 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

(Spoken: And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.) 

(Sung: And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.)  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion (The people may be seated) 

 

Communion Prayer (Celebrant and those at home or not receiving) 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I long for 

You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart, as though 

you have already come. I embrace You, and unite myself with you entirely. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer (The people kneel) 
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Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn: (The people stand) #436 (1-3,5), “Lift Up Your Heads” 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Postlude:   Wayne Seppala 

 

Prayers at the Altar:  Prayer Ministers are available in front of the altar for anyone seeking additional 

prayer. 


