
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church: Mass for Proper 16 / August 27th, 2023 

Prelude: Wayne Seppala 

Processional Hymn: (The people stand) #522 (1,2,4), “Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken” 

 

Opening Salutation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect For Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Praise Song: “Down By The River” – Chris and Anna 

 

Children’s Sermon (The people may be seated) 

All children and parents are invited to come forward during the praise song for a short children’s sermon 

followed by Godly Play in the Parish Hall. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God and Father of all. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us from 

the old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn to new life in him, may live in righteousness and holiness 

all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons (The people may be seated) 

The First Reading: Genesis 17:1-11 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God 

Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you and will 

make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face, and God said to him, “As for me, this is 

my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I 

will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will 

establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 

an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you and to 

your offspring after you the land where you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual 

holding, and I will be their God.” God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you 

and your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, 

between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall 

circumcise the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
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People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 138 

1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 

2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your 

faithfulness, for you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 

3 On the day I called, you answered me; you increased my strength of soul. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of your mouth. 

5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he perceives from far away. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch 

out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 

8 The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake 

the work of your hands. 

 

The Second Reading: Acts 16:25-34 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening 

to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken, and 

immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up 

and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed 

that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all 

here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he 

brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They answered, “Believe in the Lord 

Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 

who were in his house. At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and 

his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before 

them, and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn: (The people stand) #304 (1-2), “I Come With Joy To Meet My Lord” 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 

Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And I tell 

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 

it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples 

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:   Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

Celtic Alleluia (sung) 
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Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Now He is living, the Christ, out of the tomb He is risen; He has 

conquered death – opened heaven to all believers. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

The Sermon (The people may be seated) Fr. Bob 

 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates  

Then the candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Parents 

and Godparents, as follows: 

Parents and Godparents: I present (N.) to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant: Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian 

faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents: I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant: Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents: I will, with God's help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of 

the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children 

Question: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 

Answer: I renounce them. 

Question: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer: I renounce them. 

Question: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer: I renounce them. 

Question: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer: I do. 

Question: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer: I do. 

Question: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer: I do. 

 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People:  We will. 

Celebrant: Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 

covenant. 

 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 

and in the prayers? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People:   I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People:   I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

 

Prayers for the Candidates 

Celebrant: Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth [and for those 

(this person) who have renewed their commitment to Christ.] 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader: Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the 

power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 

creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 

In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 

Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We 

thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in 

his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, 

we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 

from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, 

and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Baptism 

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who then 

immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 

bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 

grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the 

courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all 

your works. Amen. 

 

Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the 

cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying to each one 

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Celebrant and People: We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 

The Peace (The people stand) 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

 

Announcements (The people may be seated) 

 

Offertory (The people may be seated) 

“O Jesus, I Have Promised” – The St. Andrew’s Choir 

 

Doxology (The people stand and sing) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below. Praise Him above, you 

heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B, remain standing) 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. [Proper Preface] 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (S130: Sung) 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

(The people kneel) We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 

us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, (spoken) 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 

the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 

be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 

subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [    and] all your saints, 

we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever. (sung) Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: (Spoken) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion (The people may be seated) 

 

Communion Prayer (Celebrant and those at home or not receiving) 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I long for 

You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart, as though 

you have already come. I embrace You, and unite myself with you entirely. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn: (The people stand) #379 (1-3), “God Is Love” 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:  Wayne Seppala 

 

Prayers at the Altar: 

Prayer Ministers are available in front of the altar for anyone seeking additional prayer. 


