
 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Wednesday, August 23rd 

A reading from the Second Book of Samuel 

(2 Samuel 18:19-33) 

 

Then Ahimaaz son of Zadok said, “Let me run 

and carry tidings to the king that the Lord has de-

livered him from the power of his enemies.” Jo-

ab said to him, “You are not to carry tidings to-

day; you may carry tidings another day, but to-

day you shall not do so because the king’s son is 

dead.” Then Joab said to a Cushite, “Go, tell the 

king what you have seen.” The Cushite bowed 

before Joab and ran. Then Ahimaaz son of Zadok 

said again to Joab, “Come what may, let me also 

run after the Cushite.” And Joab said, “Why will 

you run, my son, seeing that you have no reward 

for the tidings?” “Come what may,” he said, “I 

will run.” So he said to him, “Run.” Then 

Ahimaaz ran by the way of the Plain and outran 

the Cushite. 

 

Now David was sitting between the two gates. 

The sentinel went up to the roof of the gate by 

the wall, and when he looked up he saw a man 

running alone. The sentinel shouted and told the 

king. The king said, “If he is alone, there are tid-

ings in his mouth.” He kept coming and drew 

near. Then the sentinel saw another man running, 

and the sentinel called to the gatekeeper and 

said, “See, another man running alone!” The 

king said, “He also is bringing tidings.” The sen-

tinel said, “I think the first one runs like Ahimaaz 

son of Zadok.” The king said, “He is a good man 

and comes with good tidings.” 

 

Psalm 130 

 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

 

2 Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be atten-

tive to the voice of my supplications! 

 

3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, 

who could stand? 

 

4 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you 

may be revered. 

 

5 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in his 

word I hope; 

 

6 my soul waits for the Lord more than those 

who watch for the morning, more than those 

who watch for the morning. 

 

7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord 

there is steadfast love, and with him is great 

power to redeem. 

 

8 It is he who will redeem Israel from all its in-

iquities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

pocrisy, he said to them, “Why are you putting 

me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me 

see it.” And they brought one. Then he said to 

them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 

They answered, “Caesar’s.” Jesus said to them, 

“Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 

to God the things that are God’s.” And they 

were utterly amazed at him. 

 

Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrec-

tion, came to him and asked him a question, say-

ing, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 

brother dies, leaving a wife but no child, the 

man shall marry the widow and raise up children 

for his brother. There were seven brothers; the 

first married and, when he died, left no children, 

and the second married the widow and died, 

leaving no children, and the third likewise; none 

of the seven left children. Last of all the woman 

herself died. In the resurrection, when they rise, 

whose wife will she be? For all seven had mar-

ried her.” 

 

Jesus said to them, “Is not this the reason you 

are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures 

nor the power of God? For when people rise 

from the dead, they neither marry nor are given 

in marriage but are like angels in heaven. And as 

for the dead being raised, have you not read in 

the book of Moses, in the story about the bush, 

how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abra-

ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 

He is God not of the dead but of the living; you 

are quite wrong.” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Then Ahimaaz cried out to the king, “All is well!” 

He prostrated himself before the king with his 

face to the ground and said, “Blessed be the 

Lord your God, who has delivered up the men 

who raised their hand against my lord the 

king.” The king said, “Is it well with the young 

man Absalom?” Ahimaaz answered, “I saw a 

great tumult when the king’s servant Joab sent 

your servant, but I do not know what it was.” The 

king said, “Turn aside, and stand here.” So he 

turned aside and stood still. 

 

Then the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, 

“Good tidings for my lord the king! For the Lord 

has vindicated you this day, delivering you from 

the power of all who rose up against you.” The 

king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young 

man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May the 

enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up to 

do you harm be like that young man.” 

 

The king was deeply moved and went up to the 

chamber over the gate and wept, and as he went 

he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Ab-

salom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absa-

lom, my son, my son!” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

A reading from the Gospel of Mark  

(Mark 12:13-27) 

 

Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some 

Herodians to trap him in what he said. And they 

came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you 

are sincere and show deference to no one, for you 

do not regard people with partiality but teach the 

way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful 

to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay 

them, or should we not?” But knowing their hy-


