
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church: Mass for Proper 12 / July 30th, 2023 

Prelude: Wayne Seppala 

Processional Hymn: (The people stand) #388 (1-3), “O Worship The King” 

 

Opening Salutation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect For Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Praise Song: “Blessed Be Your Name” 

 

Children’s Sermon (The people may be seated) 

All children and parents are invited to come forward during the praise song for a short children’s sermon 

followed by Godly Play in the Parish Hall. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase 

and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 

temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons (The people may be seated) 

The First Reading: Nehemiah 2:1-10 

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was served him, I carried the 

wine and gave it to the king. Now, I had never been sad in his presence before. So the king said to me, 

“Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This can only be sadness of the heart.” Then I was very 

much afraid. I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when the city, 

the place of my ancestors’ graves, lies waste and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” Then the king 

said to me, “What do you request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. Then I said to the king, “If it 

pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with you, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city 

of my ancestors’ graves, so that I may rebuild it.” The king said to me (the queen also was sitting beside 

him), “How long will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I set 

him a date. Then I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the 

province Beyond the River, that they may grant me passage until I arrive in Judah, and a letter to Asaph, 

the keeper of the king’s forest, directing him to give me timber to make beams for the gates of the temple 

fortress and for the wall of the city and for the house that I shall occupy.” And the king granted me what I 

asked, for the gracious hand of my God was upon me. Then I came to the governors of the province 

Beyond the River and gave them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent officers of the army and 

cavalry with me. When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard this, it displeased 

them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of the Israelites.  

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119:129-136 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them. 

130 The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. 

131 With open mouth I pant, because I long for your commandments. 

132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your custom toward those who love your name. 

133 Keep my steps steady according to your promise, and never let iniquity have dominion over me. 

134 Redeem me from human oppression, that I may keep your precepts. 

135 Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 

136 My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not kept. 

 

The Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 

Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that 

all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For 

those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 

might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 

whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say 

about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son but gave 

him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge 

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was 

raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the 

love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? As it is 

written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn: (The people stand) #615 (1-2), “The Kingdom Come On Bended Knee” 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took 

and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them 

another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 

measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 

which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great 

value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 

thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 

the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 

and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to 
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them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 

household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:   Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

Celtic Alleluia (sung) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Now He is living, the Christ, out of the tomb He is risen; He has 

conquered death – opened heaven to all believers. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

The Sermon (The people may be seated) Fr. Bob 

 

The Nicene Creed (The people stand) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers Of The People (Form III, the people stand) 

[Opens with prayer for St. Andrew’s] 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Silence) 
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(The People may add their own petitions) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with you:" 

Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, 

where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin and Absolution (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace (The people stand) 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

 

Announcements (The people may be seated) 

 

Offertory (The people may be seated) 

“Evermore His Praises Sing” – The St. Andrew’s Choir 

 

Doxology (The people stand and sing) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below. Praise Him above, you 

heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B, remain standing) 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. [Proper Preface] 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (S130: Sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
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heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

(The people kneel) We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 

us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, (spoken) 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 

the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 

be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 

subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [    and] all your saints, 

we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 

firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever. (sung) Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: (Spoken) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Communion (The people may be seated) 

 

Communion Prayer (Celebrant and those at home or not receiving) 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I long for 

You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart, as though 

you have already come. I embrace You, and unite myself with you entirely. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn: (The people stand) #420 (1-3), “When In Our Music God Is Glorified” 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:  Wayne Seppala 

 

Prayers at the Altar: 

Prayer Ministers are available in front of the altar for anyone seeking additional prayer. 


