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Psalm 53

1 Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt; they commit abominable
acts; there is no one who does good.

2 God looks down from heaven on human-

kind to see if there are any who are wise,
who seek after God.

3 They have all fallen away; they are all alike
perverse; there is no one who does good, no,
not one.

4 Have they no knowledge, those evildoers,
who eat up my people as they eat bread and
do not call upon God?

5 There they shall be in great terror, in terror
such as has not been. For God will scatter the
bones of the ungodly; they will be put to
shame, for God has rejected them.

6 O that deliverance for Israel would come

from Zion! When God restores the fortunes
of his people, Jacob will rejoice; Israel will
be glad.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
(Acts 14:19-28)

But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconi-
um and won over the crowds. Then they

stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,
supposing that he was dead. But when the
disciples surrounded him, he got up and went
into the city. The next day he went on with
Barnabas to Derbe.

After they had proclaimed the good news to
that city and had made many disciples, they
returned to Lystra, then on to Iconium and
Antioch. There they strengthened the souls of
the disciples and encouraged them to contin-
ue in the faith, saying, “It is through many
persecutions that we must enter the kingdom
of God.” And after they had appointed elders
for them in each church, with prayer and fast-
ing they entrusted them to the Lord in whom
they had come to believe.

Then they passed through Pisidia and came to
Pamphylia. When they had spoken the word
in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From
there they sailed back to Antioch, where they
had been commended to the grace of God for
the work that they had completed. When they
arrived, they called the church together and
related all that God had done with them and
how he had opened a door of faith for the
gentiles. And they stayed there with the disci-
ples for some time.

Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



A reading from the Gospel of Mark (Mark
4:35-41)

On that day, when evening had come, he said
to them, “Let us go across to the other side.”
And leaving the crowd behind, they took him
with them in the boat, just as he was. Other
boats were with him. A great windstorm arose,
and the waves beat into the boat, so that the
boat was already being swamped. But he was
in the stern, asleep on the cushion, and they
woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you
not care that we are perishing?” And waking
up, he rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
“Be silent! Be still!” Then the wind ceased,
and there was a dead calm. He said to them,
“Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”
And they were filled with great fear and said to
one another, “Who then is this, that even the
wind and the sea obey him?”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.



