
 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Wednesday, June 28th 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

(Acts 6:1-15) 

 

Now during those days, when the disciples 

were increasing in number, the Hellenists 

complained against the Hebrews because 

their widows were being neglected in the 

daily distribution of food. And the twelve 

called together the whole community of 

the disciples and said, “It is not right that 

we should neglect the word of God in or-

der to wait on tables. Therefore, brothers 

and sisters, select from among yourselves 

seven men of good standing, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may ap-

point to this task, while we, for our part, 

will devote ourselves to prayer and to serv-

ing the word.” What they said pleased the 

whole community, and they chose Ste-

phen, a man full of faith and the Holy 

Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 

Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, 

a proselyte of Antioch. They had these 

men stand before the apostles, who prayed 

and laid their hands on them. The word of 

God continued to spread; the number of 

the disciples increased greatly in Jerusa-

lem, and a great many of the priests be-

came obedient to the faith. Stephen, full of 

grace and power, did great wonders and 

Psalm 101 

 

1 I will sing of loyalty and of justice; to 

you, O Lord, I will sing. 

2 I will study the way that is blameless. 

When shall I attain it? I will walk with in-

tegrity of heart within my house; 

 

3 I will not set before my eyes anything 

that is base. I hate the work of those who 

fall away; it shall not cling to me. 

4 Perverseness of heart shall be far from 

me; I will know nothing of evil. 

 

5 One who secretly slanders a neighbor I 

will destroy. A haughty look and an arro-

gant heart I will not tolerate. 

6 I will look with favor on the faithful in 

the land, so that they may live with me; 

whoever walks in the way that is blame-

less shall minister to me. 

 

7 No one who practices deceit shall remain 

in my house; no one who utters lies shall 

continue in my presence. 

8 Morning by morning I will destroy all 

the wicked in the land, cutting off all evil-

doers from the city of the Lord. 

 

 



 

divide it among yourselves, for I tell you 

that from now on I will not drink of the 

fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.” Then he took a loaf of bread, and 

when he had given thanks he broke it and 

gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remem-

brance of me.” And he did the same with 

the cup after supper, saying, “This cup 

that is poured out for you is the new cove-

nant in my blood. But see, the one who 

betrays me is with me, and his hand is on 

the table. For the Son of Man is going as it 

has been determined, but woe to that one 

by whom he is betrayed!” Then they be-

gan to ask one another which one of them 

it could be who would do this. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

signs among the people. Then some of 

those who belonged to the synagogue of the 

Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Al-

exandrians, and others of those from Cilicia 

and Asia, stood up and argued with Ste-

phen. But they could not withstand the wis-

dom and the Spirit with which he spoke. 

Then they secretly instigated some men to 

say, “We have heard him speak blasphe-

mous words against Moses and God.” They 

stirred up the people as well as the elders 

and the scribes; then they suddenly con-

fronted him, seized him, and brought him 

before the council. They set up false wit-

nesses who said, “This man never stops 

saying things against this holy place and the 

law, for we have heard him say that this Je-

sus of Nazareth will destroy this place and 

will change the customs that Moses handed 

on to us.” And all who sat in the council 

looked intently at him, and they saw that his 

face was like the face of an angel. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke (Luke 

22:14-23) 

 

When the hour came, he took his place at 

the table, and the apostles with him. He said 

to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this 

Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell 

you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the 

kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, and 

after giving thanks he said, “Take this and 


