
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Midweek Holy Eucharist: Nativity of St. John the Baptist, Wednesday, June 21st 

 

Opening Salutation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect For Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Kyrie (Spoken) 

Celebrant/People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare 

the way of your Son our Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that 

we may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly 

rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons (The people may be seated) 

The First Reading: Acts 13:14b-26 

And on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. After the reading of the Law and the 

Prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a message, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of 

exhortation for the people, give it.” So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: “Fellow Israelites and 

others who fear God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great 

during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. For about forty years he put 

up with them in the wilderness. After he had destroyed seven peoples in the land of Canaan, he gave them their 

land as an inheritance for about four hundred fifty years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the 

prophet Samuel. Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 

Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. When he had removed him, he made David their king. In his testimony 

about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, who will carry out all my 

wishes.’ Of this man’s posterity God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised; before his coming 

John had already proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing his 

work, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is coming after me; I am not worthy 

to untie the strap of the sandals on his feet.’ “Brothers and sisters, you descendants of Abraham’s family and 

others who fear God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent. 

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 85:7-13 
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7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. 

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those 

who turn to him in their hearts. 

9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. 

12 The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness will go before him and will make a path for his steps. 

 

The Gospel: Luke 1:57-80 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 

People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 

Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise 

the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be 

called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father 

to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And 

all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, 

praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire 

hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For 

indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

prophesied: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 

He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his child David, as he spoke through the mouth of his 

holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that 

he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might 

serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness in his presence all our days. And you, child, will be 

called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give his people 

knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. Because of the tender mercy of our God, the dawn 

from on high will break upon us, to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 

our feet into the way of peace.” The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until 

the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

Homily (The people may be seated) Pastor Ronnie 

 

Nicene Creed (The people stand) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
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worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers Of The People (The people stand) 

[Opens with prayer for St. Andrew’s] 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Silence) 

(The People may add their own petitions) 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those things that are right, 

and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace (The people stand) 
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Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer B, remain standing) 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth. [Proper Preface] 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (S130: Spoken) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

(The people kneel) We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 

all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 

worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, (spoken) 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 

Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 

acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [    and] all your saints, we may enter the 
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everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing: (Spoken) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion 

 

Communion Prayer (Celebrant and those at home or not receiving) 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I long for You in 

my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart, as though you have 

already come. I embrace You, and unite myself with you entirely. Never permit me to be separated from 

You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 

God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal (The people stand) 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 


