
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church: The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, April 8th 

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle (The service will start on the courtyard) 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from 

death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and 

prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his 

Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

Let us pray. O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: 

Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with 

pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Exsultet 

Celebrant: The light of Christ. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant: The light of Christ. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant: The light of Christ. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of 

our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been 

vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the 

praises of your people. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, 

the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the 

true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, and by his blood 

delivered your faithful people. 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led 

them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to 

grace and holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine 

continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever 

burning--he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Celebrant: Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; 

and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

 

Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac: Genesis 22:1-18 (The people may be seated) 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, 

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as 
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a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the 

burnt offering and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third day 

Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with 

the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 

Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 

and the knife. And the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And 

he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” And the two 

of them walked on together. When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an 

altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the 

wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord 

called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not 

lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, since you have not 

withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket 

by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 

Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide,” as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it 

shall be provided.” The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By 

myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your 

only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and 

as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my 

voice.” 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn (The people stand): #401 (1-2), “The God of Abraham Praise” 

 

The Collect 

Celebrant: Let us pray. (Silence) 

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace of the Paschal 

sacrament, the number of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our 

father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Salvation Offered Freely to All: Isaiah 55:1-11 (The people may be seated) 

Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 

buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not 

bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and 

delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make 

with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the 

peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and 

nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for 

he has glorified you. Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 

forsake their way and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy 

on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 

your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving 
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seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn (The people stand): #678 (1-2), “Surely It Is God Who Saves Me” 

 

The Collect 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: 

Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your 

glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A New Heart And A New Spirit: Ezekiel 36:24-28 (The people may be seated) 

I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I 

will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 

idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you, and I will 

remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you 

and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land 

that I gave to your ancestors, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn (The people stand): #295 (1,3), “Sing Praise To Our Creator” 

 

The Collect 

Celebrant:   Let us pray. (Silence) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 

reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their 

lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Celebrant:  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People:  I do. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 

and in the prayers? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

the Lord? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People:   I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People:   I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant:  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 

human being? 

People:  I will, with God's help. 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the 

Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

(The Lighting of the candles) 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we 

worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, 

God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 

of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 

sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 

upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 

most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir 

up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 

body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Epistle:   Romans 6:3-11 (The people may be seated) 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the     Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self 

was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 

sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 

live with him. For we know that Christ    being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer 

has dominion over him. The death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 

God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn (The people stand): #174 (1,4), “At The Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
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Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from 

heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing 

white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for 

he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 

‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 

disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, 

and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go 

to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Homily (The people may be seated): Fr. Bob Blessing 

 

Prayers Of The People (The people stand) 

[Opens with prayer for St. Andrew’s] 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Silence) 

(The People may add their own petitions) 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which 

gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin and Absolution (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
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loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace (The people stand) 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

 

Announcements (The people may be seated) 

 

Offertory (The people may be seated) 

“This Is The Feast Of Victory For Our God” – Craig Mattern 

 

Doxology (The people stand and sing) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him, all creatures here below. Praise Him above, you 

heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A, remain standing) 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. [Proper Preface] 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (S125: Sung) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 

the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

(The people kneel) Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
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forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: (sung) 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. (sung) Amen, Amen, Amen, 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing: (Sung) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion/Communion Prayer (Celebrant and those at home or not receiving) 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I long for 

You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart, as though 

you have already come. I embrace You, and unite myself with you entirely. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn: (The people stand)  #207 (1,2,4), “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 


