
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Midweek Holy Eucharist: The Feast of Dorothy L Sayers, Apologist and Spiritual Writer, 1957 

Wednesday, December 14th 

 

Opening Salutation 

Celebrant:    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect For Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Kyrie (Spoken) 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Gloria (Spoken) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God 

and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 

Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 

are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you 

alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who strengthened your servant Dorothy Sayers with eloquence to defend Christian 

teaching: Keep us, we pray, steadfast in your true religion, that in constancy and peace we may always 

teach right doctrine, and teach doctrine rightly; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons (The people may be seated) 

Psalm 19 

1 The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 

3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 

4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens 

he has set a tent for the sun, 

5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with 

joy. 

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens and its circuit to the end of them, and nothing is hid from its 

heat. 
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7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the 

simple; 

8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, 

enlightening the eyes; 

9 the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous 

altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings 

of the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 But who can detect one’s own errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 

13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. Then I shall be 

blameless and innocent of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock 

and my redeemer. 

 

The Gospel: John 21:1-9 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 

People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he showed 

himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am 

going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that 

night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know 

that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 

He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and 

now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said 

to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for 

he had taken it off, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full 

of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, 

they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

Homily (The people may be seated) 

Pastor Ronnie 

 

Nicene Creed (The people stand) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
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rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers Of The People (The people stand) 

[Opens with prayer for St. Andrew’s] 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Silence) 

(The People may add their own petitions) 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 

life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
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Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace (The people stand) 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A, remain standing) 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

[Proper Preface] 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (Spoken) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 

the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

(The people kneel) Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
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forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: (spoken) 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: (spoken) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion (The people may be seated until coming forward) 

 

Communion Prayer (Celebrant and those at home or not receiving) 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I long for 

You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart, 

as though you have already come, I embrace You and unite myself with you entirely. Never permit me 

to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer (The people kneel) 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 

love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal (The people stand) 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 


