Morning Prayer
Wednesday, November 9th

A reading from the Book of Joel (Joel
2:12-19)

and I will no more make you a mockery
among the nations.

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me
with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning; rend your
hearts and not your clothing. Return to the
Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast
love, and relenting from punishment. Who
knows whether he will not turn and relent
and leave a blessing behind him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the Lord
your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly;
gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast. Let the
bridegroom leave his room and the bride
her canopy. Between the vestibule and the
altar, let the priests, the ministers of the
Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare your
people, O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” Then the
Lord became jealous for his land and had
pity on his people. In response to his people the Lord said: “I am sending you grain,
wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied;

Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the Gospel of John (John
5:17-29)
But Jesus answered them, “My Father is
still working, and I also am working.” For
this reason the Jews were seeking all the
more to kill him, because he was not only
breaking the Sabbath but was also calling
God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God. Jesus said to them,
“Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own but only what he sees the
Father doing, for whatever the Father does,
the Son does likewise. The Father loves
the Son and shows him all that he himself
is doing, and he will show him greater
works than these, so that you will be astonished. Indeed, just as the Father raises the
dead and gives them life, so also the Son
gives life to whomever he wishes. The Father judges no one but has given all judgment to the Son, so that all may honor the
Son just as they honor the Father. Anyone

who does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father who sent him. Very truly, I tell
you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and
does not come under judgment but has
passed from death to life. “Very truly, I tell
you, the hour is coming and is now here
when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God, and those who hear will live.
For just as the Father has life in himself, so
he has granted the Son also to have life in
himself, and he has given him authority to
execute judgment because he is the Son of
Man. Do not be astonished at this, for the
hour is coming when all who are in their
graves will hear his voice and will come
out: those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil to the resurrection of condemnation.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

