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gels were thrown down with him. Then I 

heard a loud voice in heaven proclaiming, 

“Now have come the salvation and the power 

and the kingdom of our God and the authority 

of his Messiah, for the accuser of our brothers 

and sisters has been thrown down, who ac-

cuses them day and night before our God. But 

they have conquered him by the blood of the 

Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 

they did not cling to life even in the face of 

death. Rejoice then, you heavens and those 

who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and 

the sea, for the devil has come down to you 

with great wrath because he knows that his 

time is short!” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 

(Luke 11:37-52) 

 

While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited 

him to dine with him, so he went in and 

took his place at the table. The Pharisee 

was amazed to see that he did not first 

wash before dinner. Then the Lord said to 

him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside 

of the cup and of the dish, but inside you 

A reading from the Book of Revelation 

(Revelation 12:1-12) 

 

A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman 

clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 

feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 

She was pregnant and was crying out in birth 

pangs, in the agony of giving birth. Then an-

other portent appeared in heaven: a great red 

dragon, with seven heads and ten horns and 

seven diadems on his heads. His tail swept 

down a third of the stars of heaven and threw 

them to the earth. Then the dragon stood be-

fore the woman who was about to deliver a 

child, so that he might devour her child as 

soon as it was born. And she gave birth to a 

son, a male child, who is to rule all the na-

tions with a scepter of iron. But her child was 

snatched away and taken to God and to his 

throne, and the woman fled into the wilder-

ness, where she has a place prepared by God, 

so that there she can be nourished for one 

thousand two hundred sixty days. And war 

broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels 

fought against the dragon. The dragon and his 

angels fought back, but they were defeated, 

and there was no longer any place for them in 

heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, 

that ancient serpent, who is called the devil 

and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—

he was thrown down to the earth, and his an-



 

enter yourselves, and you hindered those 

who were entering.” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

are full of greed and wickedness. You fools! 

Did not the one who made the outside make 

the inside also? So give as alms those things 

that are within and then everything will be 

clean for you. “But woe to you Pharisees! 

For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all 

kinds and neglect justice and the love of 

God; it is these you ought to have practiced, 

without neglecting the others. Woe to you 

Pharisees! For you love to have the seat of 

honor in the synagogues and to be greeted 

with respect in the marketplaces. Woe to 

you! For you are like unmarked graves on 

which people unknowingly walk.” One of 

the experts in the law answered him, 

“Teacher, when you say these things, you 

insult us, too.” And he said, “Woe also to 

you experts in the law! For you load people 

with burdens hard to bear, and you your-

selves do not lift a finger to ease them. Woe 

to you! For you build the tombs of the 

prophets whom your ancestors killed. So 

you are witnesses and approve of the deeds 

of your ancestors, for they killed them, and 

you build their tombs. For this reason the 

Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them 

prophets and apostles, some of whom they 

will kill and persecute,’ so that this genera-

tion may be charged with the blood of all 

the prophets shed since the foundation of 

the world, from the blood of Abel to the 

blood of Zechariah, who perished between 

the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it 

will be charged against this generation. Woe 

to you experts in the law! For you have tak-

en away the key of knowledge; you did not 


