Morning Prayer
Wednesday, September 7th

Psalm 119:49-72

61 Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me, I
do not forget your law.

49 Remember your word to your servant, in
which you have made me hope.

62 At midnight I rise to praise you, because of
your righteous ordinances.

50 This is my comfort in my distress, that your
promise gives me life.
51 The arrogant utterly deride me, but I do not
turn away from your law.
52 When I think of your ordinances from of
old, I take comfort, O Lord.
53 Hot indignation seizes me because of the
wicked, those who forsake your law.
54 Your statutes have been my songs wherever I
make my home.
55 I remember your name in the night, O Lord,
and keep your law.
56 This blessing has fallen to me, for I have
kept your precepts.
57 The Lord is my portion; I promise to keep
your words.
58 I implore your favor with all my heart; be
gracious to me according to your promise.
59 When I think of your ways, I turn my feet to
your decrees;
60 I hurry and do not delay to keep your commandments.

63 I am a companion of all who fear you, of
those who keep your precepts.
64 The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast
love; teach me your statutes.
65 You have dealt well with your servant, O
Lord, according to your word.
66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for
I believe in your commandments.
67 Before I was humbled I went astray, but now I
keep your word.
68 You are good and do good; teach me your
statutes.
69 The arrogant smear me with lies, but with my
whole heart I keep your precepts.
70 Their hearts are thick like fat, but I delight
in your law.
71 It is good for me that I was humbled, so that I
might learn your statutes.
72 The law of your mouth is better to me than
thousands of gold and silver pieces.

A reading from the second letter of Paul
to the Philippians (Philippians 2:1-11)

A reading from the Gospel of John
(John 11:1-16)

If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any
tender affection and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing
from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let
each of you look not to your own interests but to
the interests of others. Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human
likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, he humbled himself and became obedient to
the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave
him the name that is above every other name, so
that at the name given to Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany,
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message
to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does
not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was. Then after this he said to
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the
day do not stumble because they see the light of
this world. But those who walk at night stumble
because the light is not in them.” After saying
this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.”
The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had
been speaking about his death, but they thought
that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus
told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let
us also go, that we may die with him.”
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