Morning Prayer
Wednesday, September 21st

Psalm 119:97-120
97 Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation
all day long.
98 Your commandment makes me wiser than
my enemies, for it is always with me.

109 I hold my life in my hand continually, but I
do not forget your law.
110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I
do not stray from your precepts.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your decrees are my meditation.
100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep
your precepts.

111 Your decrees are my heritage forever; they
are the joy of my heart.
112 I incline my heart to perform your statutes
forever, to the end.

101 I hold back my feet from every evil way, in
order to keep your word.
102 I do not turn away from your ordinances,
for you have taught me.

113 I hate the double-minded, but I love your
law.
114 You are my hiding place and my shield; I
hope in your word.

103 How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way.

115 Go away from me, you evildoers, that I may
keep the commandments of my God.
116 Uphold me according to your promise, that
I may live, and let me not be put to shame in my
hope.

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path.
106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to
observe your righteous ordinances.
107 I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord,
according to your word.
108 Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, and
teach me your ordinances.

117 Hold me up, that I may be safe and have regard for your statutes continually.
118 You spurn all who go astray from your statutes, for their cunning is in vain.
119 All the wicked of the earth I count as dross;
therefore I love your decrees.
120 My flesh trembles for fear of you, and I am
afraid of your judgments.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
(Acts 19:1-10)
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed
through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. He said to them,
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he
said, “Into what, then, were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling
the people to believe in the one who was to come
after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues
and prophesied, altogether there were about
twelve of them.
He entered the synagogue and for three months
spoke out boldly and argued persuasively about
the kingdom of God. When some stubbornly refused to believe and spoke evil of the Way before
the congregation, he left them, taking the disciples
with him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of
Tyrannus. This continued for two years, so that all
the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard
the word of the Lord.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the Gospel of Luke (Luke
4:1-13)
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
where for forty days he was tested by the devil.
He ate nothing at all during those days, and when
they were over he was famished. The devil said to

him, “If you are the Son of God, command this
stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by
bread alone.’ ”
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the
devil said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been given over
to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus
answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only
him.’ ”
Then the devil led him to Jerusalem and placed
him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down from here, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you, to
protect you,’
and
‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that
you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.’ ” When the devil had
finished every test, he departed from him until
an opportune time.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

