
 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Wednesday, July 6th 

A reading from the Book of Deuterono-

my (Deuteronomy 1:1-18) 

 

These are the words that Moses spoke to all Isra-

el beyond the Jordan—in the wilderness, on the 

plain opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, 

Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab. (By the way of 

Mount Seir it takes eleven days to reach Kadesh-

barnea from Horeb.) In the fortieth year, on the 

first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to 

the Israelites just as the Lord had commanded 

him to speak to them. This was after he had de-

feated King Sihon of the Amorites, who reigned 

in Heshbon, and King Og of Bashan, who 

reigned in Ashtaroth in Edrei. Beyond the Jordan 

in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to ex-

pound this law as follows: 

 

“The Lord our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying, 

‘You have stayed long enough at this mountain. 

Resume your journey, and go into the hill coun-

try of the Amorites as well as into the neighbor-

ing regions—the Arabah, the hill country, the 

Shephelah, the Negeb, and the seacoast—the 

land of the Canaanites and the Lebanon, as far as 

the great river, the River Euphrates. See, I have 

set the land before you; go in and take possession 

of the land that the Lord swore to your ancestors, 

to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to 

them and to their descendants after them.’ 

 

“At that time I said to you, ‘I am unable by my-

self to bear you. The Lord your God has multi-

Psalm 12 

 

1 Help, O Lord, for there is no longer anyone 

who is godly; the faithful have disappeared from 

humankind. 

 

2 They utter lies to each other; with flattering 

lips and a deceitful heart they speak. 

 

3 May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, the 

tongue that makes great boasts, 

 

4 those who say, “With our tongues we will pre-

vail; our lips are our own—who is our master?” 

 

5 “Because the poor are despoiled, because the 

needy groan, I will now rise up,” says the Lord; 

“I will place them in the safety for which they 

long.” 

 

6 The promises of the Lord are promises that 

are pure, silver refined in a furnace on the 

ground, purified seven times. 

 

7 You, O Lord, will protect us; you will guard us 

from this generation forever. 

 

8 On every side the wicked prowl, as vileness is 

exalted among humankind. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we 

would not have taken part with them in shedding 

the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you testify 

against yourselves that you are descendants of 

those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, 

the measure of your ancestors. You snakes, you 

brood of vipers! How can you escape the judg-

ment of hell? For this reason I send you proph-

ets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will 

kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your 

synagogues and pursue from town to town, so 

that upon you may come all the righteous blood 

shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 

to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, 

whom you murdered between the sanctuary and 

the altar. Truly I tell you, all this will come upon 

this generation. 

 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 

prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 

How often have I desired to gather your children 

together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing! See, your 

house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you 

will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is 

the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

plied you, so that today you are as numerous as 

the stars of heaven. May the Lord, the God of your 

ancestors, increase you a thousand times more and 

bless you, as he has promised you! But how can I 

bear the heavy burden of your disputes all by my-

self? Choose for each of your tribes individuals 

who are wise, discerning, and reputable, and I will 

make them your leaders.’ You answered me, ‘The 

plan you have proposed is a good one.’ So I took 

the leaders of your tribes, wise and reputable indi-

viduals, and installed them as leaders over you, 

commanders of thousands, commanders of hun-

dreds, commanders of fifties, commanders of tens, 

and officials, throughout your tribes. I charged 

your judges at that time: ‘Give the members of 

your community a fair hearing and judge rightly 

between one person and another, whether kin or 

resident alien. You must not be partial in judging: 

hear out the small and the great alike; you shall 

not be intimidated by anyone, for the judgment is 

God’s. Any case that is too hard for you, bring to 

me, and I will hear it.’ So I charged you at that 

time with all the things that you should do. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

A  reading from the Gospel of Matthew 

(Matthew 23:27-39) 

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the 

outside look beautiful but inside are full of the 

bones of the dead and of all kinds of uncleanness. 

So you also on the outside look righteous to oth-

ers, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and law-

lessness. 

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

For you build the tombs of the prophets and deco-

rate the graves of the righteous, and you say, ‘If 


