Morning Prayer
Wednesday, July 20th

Psalm 49
1 Hear this, all you peoples; give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
2 both low and high, rich and poor together.
3 My mouth shall speak wisdom; the meditation
of my heart shall be understanding.
4 I will incline my ear to a proverb; I will solve
my riddle to the music of the harp.
5 Why should I fear in times of trouble, when the
iniquity of my persecutors surrounds me,
6 those who trust in their wealth and boast of
the abundance of their riches?
7 Truly, no ransom avails for one’s life; there is
no price one can give to God for it.
8 For the ransom of life is costly and can never
suffice,
9 that one should live on forever and never see
the Pit.
10 When we look at the wise, they die; fool and
dolt perish together and leave their wealth to
others.
11 Their graves are their homes forever, their
dwelling places to all generations, though they
named lands their own.
12 Mortals cannot abide in their pomp; they are
like the animals that perish.

13 Such is the fate of the foolhardy, the end of
those who are pleased with their lot.
14 Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;
Death shall be their shepherd; straight to the
grave they descend, and their form shall waste
away; Sheol shall be their home.
15 But God will ransom my soul from the power
of Sheol, for he will receive me.
16 Do not be afraid when some become rich,
when the wealth of their houses increases.

17 For when they die they will carry nothing
away; their wealth will not go down after them.
18 Though in their lifetime they count themselves happy —for you are praised when you
do well for yourself—
19 they will go to the company of their ancestors, who will never again see the light.
20 Mortals cannot abide in their pomp; they
are like the animals that perish.

A reading from the Book of Joshua
(Joshua 8:30-35)
Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the
Lord, the God of Israel, just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded the Israelites, as
it is written in the book of the law of Moses, “an
altar of unhewn stones, on which no iron tool
has been used,” and they offered on it burnt offerings to the Lord and sacrificed offerings of

well-being. And there, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua wrote on the stones a copy of the
law of Moses that he had written. All Israel, alien
as well as native-born, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on opposite sides of the
ark in front of the Levitical priests who carried the
ark of the covenant of the Lord, half of them in
front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front
of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the Lord
had commanded earlier, that they should bless the
people of Israel. And afterward he read all the
words of the law, blessings and curses, according
to all that is written in the book of the law. There
was not a word of all that Moses commanded that
Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the
aliens who resided among them.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew
(Matthew 26:57-68)
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at
a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high
priest, and going inside he sat with the guards in
order to see how this would end. Now the chief
priests and the whole council were looking for
false testimony against Jesus so that they might
put him to death, but they found none, though
many false witnesses came forward. At last two
came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am
able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in
three days.’ ” The high priest stood up and said,
“Have you no answer? What is it that they testify
against you?” But Jesus was silent. Then the high
priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the
living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son

of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so.
But I tell you,
From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the
clouds of heaven.”
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,
“He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy.
What do you think?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face and
struck him, and some slapped him, saying,
“Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that
struck you?”
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

