
 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Wednesday, June 22nd 

A reading from the Book of Numbers 

(Numbers 16:36-50) 

 

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Tell 

Eleazar son of Aaron the priest to take the cen-

sers out of the blaze, then scatter the fire far and 

wide. For the censers of these sinners have be-

come holy at the cost of their lives. Make them 

into hammered plates as a covering for the altar, 

for they presented them before the Lord and they 

became holy. Thus they shall be a sign to the Is-

raelites.” So Eleazar the priest took the bronze 

censers that had been presented by those who 

were burned, and they were hammered out as a 

covering for the altar— a reminder to the Israel-

ites that no outsider, who is not of the descend-

ants of Aaron, shall approach to offer incense be-

fore the Lord, so as not to become like Korah 

and his congregation, just as the Lord had said to 

him through Moses. 

 

On the next day, however, the whole congrega-

tion of the Israelites rebelled against Moses and 

against Aaron, saying, “You have killed the peo-

ple of the Lord.” And when the congregation had 

assembled against them, Moses and Aaron turned 

toward the tent of meeting; the cloud had cov-

ered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared. Then 

Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of 

meeting, and the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

“Get away from this congregation, so that I may 

consume them in a moment.” And they fell on 

their faces. Moses said to Aaron, “Take your cen-

Psalm 101 

 

1 I will sing of loyalty and of justice; to you, O 

Lord, I will sing. 

 

2 I will study the way that is blameless. When 

shall I attain it? I will walk with integrity of 

heart within my house; 

 

3 I will not set before my eyes anything that is 

base. I hate the work of those who fall away; it 

shall not cling to me. 

 

4 Perverseness of heart shall be far from me; I 

will know nothing of evil. 

 

5 One who secretly slanders a neighbor I will de-

stroy. A haughty look and an arrogant heart I will 

not tolerate. 

 

6 I will look with favor on the faithful in the 

land, so that they may live with me; whoever 

walks in the way that is blameless shall minister 

to me. 

 

7 No one who practices deceit shall remain in my 

house; no one who utters lies shall continue in 

my presence. 

 

8 Morning by morning I will destroy all the 

wicked in the land, cutting off all evildoers from 

the city of the Lord. 

 

 



 

they thought they would receive more; but each 

of them also received a denarius. And when they 

received it, they grumbled against the landown-

er, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, 

and you have made them equal to us who have 

borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I 

am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 

me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you 

and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 

give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 

choose with what belongs to me? Or are you en-

vious because I am generous?’ So the last will 

be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

ser, put fire on it from the altar and lay incense on 

it and carry it quickly to the congregation and 

make atonement for them. For wrath has gone out 

from the Lord; the plague has begun.” So Aaron 

took it as Moses had ordered and ran into the mid-

dle of the assembly, where the plague had already 

begun among the people. He put on the incense 

and made atonement for the people. He stood be-

tween the dead and the living, and the plague was 

stopped. Those who died by the plague were four-

teen thousand seven hundred, besides those who 

died in the affair of Korah. When the plague was 

stopped, Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance 

of the tent of meeting. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

A  reading from the Gospel of Matthew 

(Matthew 20:1-16) 

 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 

who went out early in the morning to hire laborers 

for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers 

for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his 

vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, 

he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 

and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vine-

yard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 

went. When he went out again about noon and 

about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 

five o’clock he went out and found others standing 

around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you stand-

ing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because 

no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also 

go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call 

the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 

with the last and then going to the first.’ When 

those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received a denarius. Now when the first came, 


