Morning Prayer
Wednesday, June 15th

Psalm 81
1 Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to
the God of Jacob.
2 Raise a song; sound the tambourine, the
sweet lyre with the harp.
3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full
moon, on our festal day.
4 For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of
the God of Jacob.

5 He made it a decree in Joseph, when he went
out over the land of Egypt. I hear a voice I had
not known:
6 “I relieved your shoulder of the burden; your
hands were freed from the basket.
7 In distress you called, and I rescued you; I answered you in the secret place of thunder; I tested you at the waters of Meribah.
8 Hear, O my people, while I admonish you; O
Israel, if you would but listen to me!
9 There shall be no strange god among you; you
shall not bow down to a foreign god.
10 I am the Lord your God, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth
wide, and I will fill it.
11 “But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to me.
12 So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts,
to follow their own counsels.

13 O that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways!
14 Then I would quickly subdue their enemies
and turn my hand against their foes.
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before
him, and their doom would last forever.
16 I would feed you with the finest of the wheat,
and with honey from the rock I would satisfy
you.”

A reading from the Book of Numbers
(Numbers 11:24-33)
So Moses went out and told the people the words
of the Lord, and he gathered seventy of the elders
of the people and placed them all around the tent.
Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke
to him and took some of the spirit that was on
him and put it on the seventy elders, and when
the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But
they did not do so again.
Two men remained in the camp, one named
Eldad and the other named Medad, and the spirit
rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, so
they prophesied in the camp. And a young man
ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua son of
Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen
men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake?

Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets
and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”
And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the
camp.

Such things are bound to come, but woe to the
one through whom they come!

“If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut
it off and throw it away; it is better for you to
Then a wind went out from the Lord, and it
enter life maimed or lame than to have two
brought quails from the sea and let them fall behands or two feet and to be thrown into the eterside the camp, about a day’s journey on this side
nal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it
and a day’s journey on the other side, all around
out and throw it away; it is better for you to enthe camp, about two cubits deep on the ground. So ter life with one eye than to have two eyes and
the people worked all that day and night and all
to be thrown into the hell of fire.
the next day gathering the quails; the least anyone
gathered was ten homers, and they spread them
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the meat was still between their teeth, before it
was consumed, the anger of the Lord was kindled
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with a very great plague.
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This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 18:1-9)
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
He called a child, whom he put among them, and
said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me.
“If any of you cause one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for you if a
great millstone were fastened around your neck
and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.
Woe to the world because of things that cause sin!

