
 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Wednesday, May 18th 

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy and 

saves the lives of the needy. 

14 From oppression and violence he redeems 

their life, and precious is their blood in his 

sight. 

 

15 Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be giv-

en to him. May prayer be made for him continu-

ally and blessings invoked for him all day long. 

16 May there be abundance of grain in the 

land; may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 

may its fruit be like Lebanon; and may people 

blossom in the cities like the grass of the field. 

 

17 May his name endure forever, his fame con-

tinue as long as the sun. May all nations be 

blessed in him; may they pronounce him happy. 

18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who 

alone does wondrous things. 

 

19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his 

glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen. 

20 The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended. 

 

 

This is a reading from the Book of Le-

viticus (Leviticus 19:1-18) 

 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

 

“Speak to all the congregation of the Israelites 

and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord 

your God am holy. You shall each revere your 

mother and father, and you shall keep my Sab-

Psalm 72 

 

1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your 

righteousness to a king’s son. 

2 May he judge your people with righteousness 

and your poor with justice. 

 

3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the 

people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the 

people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush 

the oppressor. 

 

5 May he live while the sun endures and as long 

as the moon, throughout all generations. 

6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown 

grass, like showers that water the earth. 

 

7 In his days may righteousness flourish and 

peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

8 May he have dominion from sea to sea and 

from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

9 May his foes bow down before him, and his 

enemies lick the dust. 

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 

render him tribute; may the kings of Sheba and 

Seba bring gifts. 

 

11 May all kings fall down before him, all na-

tions give him service. 

12 For he delivers the needy when they call, the 

poor and those who have no helper. 

 



 

incur guilt yourself. You shall not take venge-

ance or bear a grudge against any of your peo-

ple, but you shall love your neighbor as your-

self: I am the Lord. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

This is a reading from the Gospel of 

Matthew (Matthew 6:19-24) 

 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal, but store up for your-

selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 

 

“The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye 

is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 

but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body 

will be full of darkness. If, then, the light in you 

is darkness, how great is the darkness! 

 

“No one can serve two masters, for a slave will 

either hate the one and love the other or be de-

voted to the one and despise the other. You can-

not serve God and wealth. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

baths: I am the Lord your God. Do not turn to 

idols or make cast images for yourselves: I am the 

Lord your God. 

 

“When you offer a sacrifice of well-being to the 

Lord, offer it in such a way that it is acceptable on 

your behalf. It shall be eaten on the same day you 

offer it or on the next day, and anything left over 

until the third day shall be consumed in fire. If any 

of it is eaten on the third day, it is an abomination; 

it will not be acceptable. All who eat it shall be 

subject to punishment, because they have pro-

faned what is holy to the Lord, and any such per-

son shall be cut off from the people. 

 

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you 

shall not reap to the very edges of your field or 

gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not 

strip your vineyard bare or gather the fallen grapes 

of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the 

poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God. 

 

“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and 

you shall not lie to one another. And you shall not 

swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of 

your God: I am the Lord. 

 

“You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall 

not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the 

wages of a laborer until morning. You shall not 

revile the deaf or put a stumbling block before the 

blind; you shall fear your God: I am the Lord. 

 

“You shall not render an unjust judgment; you 

shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 

great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 

You shall not go around as a slanderer among your 

people, and you shall not stand idly by when the 

blood of your neighbor is at stake: I am the Lord. 

 

“You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your 

kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will 


