Morning Prayer
Wednesday, May 11th

Psalm 49
1 Hear this, all you peoples; give ear, all inhabitants
of the world,
2 both low and high, rich and poor together.
3 My mouth shall speak wisdom; the meditation of
my heart shall be understanding.
4 I will incline my ear to a proverb; I will solve my
riddle to the music of the harp.
5 Why should I fear in times of trouble, when the
iniquity of my persecutors surrounds me,
6 those who trust in their wealth and boast of the
abundance of their riches?
7 Truly, no ransom avails for one’s life, there is no
price one can give to God for it.
8 For the ransom of life is costly, and can never
suffice,
9 that one should live on forever and never see the
grave.
10 When we look at the wise, they die; fool and dolt
perish together and leave their wealth to others.
11 Their graves are their homes forever, their dwelling places to all generations, though they named
lands their own.
12 Mortals cannot abide in their pomp; they are
like the animals that perish.
13 Such is the fate of the foolhardy, the end of those
who are pleased with their lot.
14 Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; Death
shall be their shepherd; straight to the grave they

descend, and their form shall waste away; Sheol
shall be their home.

15 But God will ransom my soul from the power of
Sheol, for he will receive me.
16 Do not be afraid when some become rich, when
the wealth of their houses increases.
17 For when they die they will carry nothing away;
their wealth will not go down after them.
18 Though in their lifetime they count themselves
happy —for you are praised when you do well for
yourself—
19 they will go to the company of their ancestors,
who will never again see the light.
20 Mortals cannot abide in their pomp; they are
like the animals that perish.

This is a reading from the Book of Exodus
(Exodus 33:1-23)
The Lord said to Moses, “Go, leave this place, you
and the people whom you have brought up out of the
land of Egypt, and go to the land of which I swore to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give it.’ I will send an angel before
you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. Go up to a land flowing with milk and
honey; but I will not go up among you, or I would
consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked
people.”

When the people heard these harsh words, they
mourned, and no one put on ornaments. For the Lord
had said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘You are a
stiff-necked people; if for a single moment I should go
up among you, I would consume you. So now take off
your ornaments, and I will decide what to do to you.’”
Therefore the Israelites stripped themselves of their
ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.
Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside
the camp, far off from the camp; he called it the tent
of meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would
go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the
camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the
people would rise and stand, each of them, at the entrance of their tents and watch Moses until he had
gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the
pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would
rise and bow down, all of them, at the entrance of
their tent. Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face
to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he would return to the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son
of Nun, would not leave the tent.

your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all my
goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before
you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot
see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” And
the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock,
and I will cover you with my hand until I have
passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you
shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.”
Reader:
People:

This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 5:17-20)
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or
the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will
pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me,
‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I
know you by name, and you have also found favor in
my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight,
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find
favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is
your people.” He said, “My presence will go with you, Reader:
and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your People:
presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For
how shall it be known that I have found favor in your
sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this
way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.”

The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that
you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight,
and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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