
 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

Wednesday, April 20th 

11 Light dawns[c] for the righteous, and joy for 

the upright in heart. 

 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and 

give thanks to his holy name! 

 

 

This is a reading from the Book of Exodus

(Exodus 12:40-51) 

 

The time that the Israelites had lived in Egypt 

was four hundred thirty years. At the end of four 

hundred thirty years, on that very day, all the 

companies of the Lord went out from the land of 

Egypt. That was for the Lord a night of vigil, to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt. That same 

night is a vigil to be kept for the Lord by all the 

Israelites throughout their generations. The Lord 

said to Moses and Aaron: This is the ordinance 

for the passover: no foreigner shall eat of it, but 

any slave who has been purchased may eat of it 

after he has been circumcised; no bound or hired 

servant may eat of it. It shall be eaten in one 

house; you shall not take any of the animal out-

side the house, and you shall not break any of its 

bones. The whole congregation of Israel shall 

celebrate it. If an alien who resides with you 

wants to celebrate the passover to the Lord, all 

his males shall be circumcised; then he may 

draw near to celebrate it; he shall be regarded as 

a native of the land. But no uncircumcised per-

son shall eat of it; there shall be one law for the 

native and for the alien who resides among you. 

All the Israelites did just as the Lord had com-

Psalm 97 

 

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the 

many coastlands be glad! 

 

2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around 

him; righteousness and justice are the founda-

tion of his throne. 

 

3 Fire goes before him, and consumes his adver-

saries on every side. 

 

4 His lightnings light up the world; the earth 

sees and trembles. 

 

5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, 

before the Lord of all the earth. 

 

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and 

all the peoples behold his glory. 

 

7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, 

those who make their boast in worthless idols; all 

gods bow down before him. 

 

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Ju-

dah rejoice, because of your judgments, O God. 

 

9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the 

earth; you are exalted far above all gods. 

 

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; he 

guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues them 

from the hand of the wicked. 



 

did as they were directed. And this story is still 

told among the Jews to this day. Now the eleven 

disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 

which Jesus had directed them. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

manded Moses and Aaron. That very day the Lord 

brought the Israelites out of the land of Egypt, 

company by company. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

This is a reading from the Gospel of Mat-

thew (Matthew 28:1-16) 

 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 

dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a 

great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, de-

scending from heaven, came and rolled back the 

stone and sat on it. His appearance was like light-

ning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of 

him the guards shook and became like dead men. 

But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 

was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has 

been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ 

This is my message for you.” So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to 

tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took 

hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

While they were going, some of the guard went 

into the city and told the chief priests everything 

that had happened. After the priests had assembled 

with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large 

sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, “You 

must say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole 

him away while we were asleep.’ If this comes to 

the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep 

you out of trouble.” So they took the money and 


