
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
The Feast of Clement of Alexandria 

Wednesday, December 2nd 
 
Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant:    Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Celebrant: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 

unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 

Prophets. 

 

Kyrie (Spoken) 

Celebrant and People:  

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God of unsearchable wisdom, you gave your servant Clement grace to understand and teach 

the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, the source of all truth: Grant to your church the same grace to 

discern your Word wherever truth is found; through Jesus Christ our unfailing light, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

The Lessons 

The First Reading: Colossians 1:11-20 

May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience 

with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born 

of all creation; for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. He 

is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent. For in him all the 

fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 

or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 34:9-14 

9 O fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him have no want! 

10 The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

11 Come, O sons, listen to me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 



12 What man is there who desires life, and covets many days, that he may enjoy good? 

13 Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 

 

The Gospel: John 6:57-63 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 

People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats me will live because of me. 

This is the bread which came down from heaven, not such as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this 

bread will live for ever.” This he said in the synagogue, as he taught at Caper′na-um. Many of his 

disciples, when they heard it, said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” But Jesus, knowing in 

himself that his disciples murmured at it, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? Then what if you 

were to see the Son of man ascending where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no 

avail; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon  

The Reverend Ronnie Short 

 

The Nicene Creed 

Celebrant and People: I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and 

of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; 

and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and sitteth on 

the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the 

dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, 

who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 

life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayer For The State 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.  

  

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, 

and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, 

beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; 

and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live 

in unity and godly love. 

  

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by their life and 

doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 

  

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with 

meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness 

and righteousness all the days of their life. 



  

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every 

land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

  

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy 

whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 

  

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this 

transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

  

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching 

thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good 

examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

  

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution 

Celebrant: Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your 

neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from 

henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God. 

 

Celebrant and People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all 

men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most  

grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking most 

justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our 

misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have 

mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 

forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 

to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

The Peace  

Celebrant: May the peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People: And also with you. 

(Stay in place and greet one another with the sign of peace in the name of the Lord) 
 

Communion 

Celebrant and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion Prayer (For those at home): 
Celebrant and People: My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 

things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 



spiritually into my heart, as though you have already come, I embrace You and unite myself with you 

entirely. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Celebrant and People: Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed 

us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 

very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; 

and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.  And we humbly beseech thee, O 

heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all 

such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 

thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

  

Dismissal 

Celebrant:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 


