
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Mass For Proper 23 

Sunday, October 11th 

 

Prelude: Wayne Seppala 

 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Collect For Purity  

Celebrant: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Celebrant: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 

the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 

hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

 

Kyrie (spoken): 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

Gloria (spoken): 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless 

thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, 

heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord 

God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 

us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the 

right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the 

Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.  

 

Collect of the Day  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. Lord, we pray thee that thy grace may always precede and follow us, and 

make us continually to be given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Lessons  

The First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 

O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful 

things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For thou hast made the city a heap, the fortified 

city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong 

peoples will glorify thee; cities of ruthless nations will fear thee. For thou hast been a stronghold 



to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from 

the heat; for the blast of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry place. Thou 

dost subdue the noise of the aliens; as heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is 

stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of fat things, a feast 

of wine on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wine on the lees well refined. And he will 

destroy on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 

nations. He will swallow up death for ever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all 

faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth; for the Lord has 

spoken. It will be said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might 

save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 23 

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want; 

2 he makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters; 

3 he restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies; thou anointest my head with 

oil, my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the 

house of the Lord for ever. 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-13 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The 

Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes 

all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of 

peace will be with you. I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 

concern for me; you were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that I 

complain of want; for I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be content. I know how to be 

abased, and I know how to abound; in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of 

facing plenty and hunger, abundance and want. I can do all things in him who strengthens me. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

The Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.  

People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

a king who gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited 

to the marriage feast; but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 



who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and 

everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light of it and went off, one to 

his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and 

killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and 

burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you find.’ 

And those servants went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and 

good; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to look at the 

guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did 

you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 

attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep 

and gnash their teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Celebrant: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

People: Praise to you Lord Christ.  

 

The Sermon  

The Reverend Harold V. Reed  

 

The Nicene Creed  

Celebrant and People: I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the 

Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall 

come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 

end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the 

Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 

who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers Of The People  

(In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers silently, Opens 

with prayers for St. Andrew’s) 

 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop(s) ___; for this 

gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. (Silence) 

 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. (Silence) 

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for 

those in any need or trouble. (Silence) 



 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find 

and be found by him. (Silence) 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed [especially ___]. Pray for those who have died. (Silence) 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored [especially ___ whom 

we remember today]. Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. (Silence) 

 

Concluding Collect  

Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own peace I 

leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and 

unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now 

and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution 

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 

in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have 

mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Peace  

Celebrant: May the peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People: And also with you. 

(Stay in place and greet one another with the sign of peace in the name of the Lord) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

[Here a Proper Preface is said on all Sundays] 



 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.  

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 

again. 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 



 

Agnus Dei (Spoken) 

Celebrant and People: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 

us. O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. O Lamb of 

God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

Celebrant: Behold the Lamb of God. Behold Him that takest away the sins of the world. 

People: Lord I am not worthy to receive you but speak the Word only and my soul shall be 

healed. 

 

Communion 

 

Communion Prayer (For those at home): 

Celebrant and People: My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You 

above all things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart, as though you have already come, I embrace You and 

unite myself with you entirely. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 

holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Blessing 

Celebrant: The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

Announcements 

Fr Harold  

 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude: Wayne Seppala 


