
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Midweek Prayer Service 

Wednesday, September 23rd 

 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant:    Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Collect For Purity 

Celebrant: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 

the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 

hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

 

Kyrie (Spoken) 

Celebrant and People: Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have 

mercy upon us. 

 
Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. We thank you, heavenly Father, for the witness of your apostle and 

evangelist Matthew to the Gospel of your Son our Savior; and we pray that, after his example, we may 

with ready wills and hearts obey the calling of our Lord to follow him; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People:  Amen. 

  

The Lessons 

Proverbs 3:1-6 

My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; for length of 

days and years of life and abundant welfare will they give you. Let not loyalty and faithfulness 

forsake you; bind them about your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find 

favor and good repute in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 

not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your 

paths. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 119:33-40 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I will keep it to the end. 

34 Give me understanding, that I may keep thy law and observe it with my whole heart. 

35 Lead me in the path of thy commandments, for I delight in it. 



36 Incline my heart to thy testimonies, and not to gain! 

37 Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; and give me life in thy ways. 

38 Confirm to thy servant thy promise, which is for those who fear thee. 

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread; for thy ordinances are good. 

40 Behold, I long for thy precepts; in thy righteousness give me life! 

 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings 

which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired 

by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office; and he said 

to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. And as he sat at table in the house, behold, 

many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples. And when the 

Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?” But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 

those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came 

not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon  

The Reverend Ronnie Short 

 

The Nicene Creed 

Celebrant and People: I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the 

Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall 

come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 

end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the 

Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 

who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

The Prayer For The State 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.  

  

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 

supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 

divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 

truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 

the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

  

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by their 

life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy 

Sacraments. 

  

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 

that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 

thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 

  

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 

and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace 

of the world. 

  

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 

in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 

bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those 

who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

  

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 

beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so 

to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy 

heavenly kingdom. 

  

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 

Amen. 

 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution 

Celebrant: Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity 

with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and 

walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble 

confession to Almighty God. 

 

Celebrant and People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, 

judge of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we 

from time to time most  grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy 



divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly 

repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous 

unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most 

merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; and 

grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and 

glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have 

mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 

goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

Celebrant: Hear the word of God all who truly turned to him. Come unto me, all ye that travail 

and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-

begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners. If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 

and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 

world. 

 
The Peace 

Celebrant:  May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

(Stay in place and greet one another with the sign of peace in the name of the Lord) 

 
Communion 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (For those at home) 

Celebrant and People: My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 

things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You now sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart, as though you have already come, I embrace You and unite myself with you 

entirely. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Dismissal Response 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with your spirit.  

 


