St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Midweek Prayer Service
Wednesday, September 2nd
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Collect For Purity
Celebrant: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.
Celebrant: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And
the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.
Kyrie (Spoken)
Celebrant and People: Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have
mercy upon us.
Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant:
Let us pray. Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:
Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
People:
Amen.
The Lessons
James 3:1-12
Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, for you know that we who teach shall be
judged with greater strictness. For we all make many mistakes, and if any one makes no mistakes
in what he says he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also. If we put bits into the
mouths of horses that they may obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Look at the ships also;
though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So the tongue is a little member and boasts of great things.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is an
unrighteous world among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the cycle of
nature, and set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been tamed by humankind, but no human being can tame the tongue—a restless
evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who

are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brethren,
this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening fresh water and
brackish? Can a fig tree, my brethren, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water
yield fresh.
Reader:
The Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 91: 1-4
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High,
who abides in the shadow of the Almighty,
2 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust.”
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence;
4 he will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-33
Celebrant:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.
People:
Glory to you Lord Christ.
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a lonely place apart. But when
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. As he went ashore he saw a great
throng; and he had compassion on them, and healed their sick. When it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, “This is a lonely place, and the day is now over; send the crowds
away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said, “They need not go away;
you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two
fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass; and taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and broke
and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate
and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. Then he made the disciples
get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he
had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came,
he was there alone, but the boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the land,[b] beaten
by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to
them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out for fear. But immediately he spoke to them,
saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, bid me
come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the
water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he
cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to
him, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Celebrant:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Reverend Ronnie Short
The Nicene Creed
Celebrant and People: I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the
Scriptures, and ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall
come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no
end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayer For The State
Celebrant: Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by their
life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy
Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present;
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this
and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace
of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy
bounty.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those
who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear,
beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so
to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy
heavenly kingdom.
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate.
Amen.
The Confession of Sin and Absolution
Celebrant: Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity
with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and
walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble
confession to Almighty God.
Celebrant and People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things,
judge of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we
from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy
divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly
repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous
unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most
merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; and
grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and
glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant: Hear the word of God all who truly turned to him. Come unto me, all ye that travail
and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. For God so loved the world, that he gave his onlybegotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners. If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole
world.
Dismissal Response
Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And with your spirit.

