
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
The Great Vigil Of Easter 

 
The Lighting of the Paschal Candle       
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from 
death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and 
prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his 
Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.                                                                   
 
Celebrant: Let us pray. O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of 
your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly 
desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Exsultet 
Fr. Harold 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
Celebrant: Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; 
and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 
The Story of Creation: Genesis 1:1 - 2:2 
Pastor Ronnie 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
Celebrant:   O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Israel's Deliverance at the Red Sea: Exodus 14:10 - 15:1 
Pastor Ronnie 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
Celebrant:  O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once 
delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign 
for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may 
be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac: Genesis 22:1-18 
Pastor Ronnie 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 



Celebrant:   God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace of the 
Paschal sacrament, the number of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your 
promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Valley of Dry Bones: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Pastor Ronnie 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
Celebrant:   Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 
righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and 
the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
Celebrant: Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his 
death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten 
observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once 
renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
 
Celebrant: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  
People: I do. 
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?  
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
the prayers?  
People: I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 
Lord? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People: I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being?  
People: I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant: May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Gloria: 
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly 
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy Spirit 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant: O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir 
up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Epistle:   Romans 6:3-11  
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the     Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our 
old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that 
we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ    being raised from the dead will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 
lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn: #180 (1-2) 
He is risen, he is risen! Tell it out with 
joyful voice: he has burst his three days prison; 
let the whole wide earth rejoice; death is conquered, 
we are free, Christ has won the victory. 
 
Come, ye sad and fearful hearted, with glad smile and 
radiant brow! Death's long shadows have departed; 
Jesus' woes are over now, and the passion 
that he bore- sin and pain can vex no more. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10  
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 



 
Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Mag′dalene and the other 
Mary went to see the sepulchre. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there 
you will see him. Lo, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Hail!” And they came up and took 
hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren 
to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
Celebrant:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise be to thee O Christ. 
 
The Sermon  
The Reverend Harold V. Reed 
 
Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Hymn #174 (1-2) 
At the Lamb's high feast we sing praise to our victorious King, 
who hath washed us in the tide flowing from his pierced side; 
praise we him, whose love divine gives his sacred Blood for wine, 
gives his Body for the feast, Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
 
Where the Paschal blood is poured, death's dark angel sheathes his sword; 
Israel's hosts triumphant go through the wave that drowns the foe. 
Praise we Chirst, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, Paschal bread; 
with sincerity and love eat we manna from above. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer I 
[Opening Prayer] 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People:  It is meet and right so to do.  
  
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
 
[Proper Preface] 
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing. 
 



Sanctus (Spoken): 
Celebrant and People: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory 
be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.  
 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his 
one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
  
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
"Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for 
the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, 
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto 
us by the same. 
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread 
and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion. 
 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be 
partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us, and we in him. 
 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all 
honor and glory be unto thee, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 



 
Celebrant and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei (Spoken)  
Celebrant and People: O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. O 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. O Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
Celebrant and People (spoken): We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have 
mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:   Behold the Lamb of God. Behold Him that takest away the sins of the world.                                                       
People:  Lord I am not worthy that thou should comest under my roof but speak the Word only 

and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Communion 
Celebrant and People: My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 
things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart, as though you have already come, I embrace You and unite myself with you 
entirely. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Celebrant and People: Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we 
are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.  And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
  
The Blessing 
Celebrant: The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, rest upon you this day and forever. Amen. 
 
 



Dismissal Response 
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Recessional Hymn: #199 
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 
God hath brought Israel into joy from sadness: 
loosed the Pharoh's bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters, 
led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 
 
'Tis the spring of souls today: Christ hath burst his prison, 
and from three days' sleep in death as a sun hath risen; 
all the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 
from his light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 
 
Postlude: Wayne Seppala 
 
 
 


